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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Yeager Class of 2001 accepts third Cabell-Midland graduate
i

HUNTINGTON, W.Va.-Three Cabell-Midland High School
graduates have been accepted into the freshman class of Yeager Scholars at

Marshall University, according to Martha Woodward, executive director of

the university’s John R. Hall Center for Academic Excellence.
“The Society of Yeager Scholars is pleased to announce the addition
of Molly Harbour Bassett to the incoming Class of 2001,” Woodward said.
“Molly brings the number of Cabell-Midland graduates to three, an

unprecedented accomplishment in the history of the Yeager Scholars
program.

Bassett joins former Cabell-Midland classmates Jennifer Rae Dailey

and James William “Billy” Jones, who were announced as Yeager Scholars
on June 3, as part of the 11th class of Yeager Scholars.
“Our 11th class continues the high academic quality and wide range

of extracurricular activities characteristic of the previous classes,”
Woodward said.
MORE

Bassett—Add 1

Bassett is one of five students from West Virginia to be accepted into
the Yeager Class of 2001. She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Roger W.
Bassett, Jr. and granddaughter of Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Harbour of Milton,
Cabell County.

As a Yeager Scholar, Bassett will receive tuition and fees, an

allowance for textbooks and supplies, half of her housing costs and a $4,000
stipend that will allow her to study in a foreign country.
The scholars program is named in honor of General Charles E.
“Chuck” Yeager, the West Virginian who pioneered America’s manned

space exploration efforts by breaking the “sound barrier” in 1947.
For more information about the Society of Yeager Scholars at
Marshall University and its Class of 2001, contact the Yeager Scholars
office at (304) 696-6763.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Marshall University names Employee of the Year

HUNTINGTON, W.Va.—Judy Russell of Huntington, senior administrative

secretary in the Sociology/Anthropology Department, has been selected as the
recipient of Marshall University's Employee of the Year Award for 1996-97,

according to Bill Burdette, chairman of the selection committee.
Russell, named Employee of the Month in June, has worked for the
university for 18 years. She was nominated for the Employee of the Month Award

by members of the Sociology/Anthropology Department.
"Judy is the type of individual and employee most people do not get the
opportunity to meet,” said Rebecca Lowery, an instructor in the department. “She

is honest, reliable, helpful, and courteous.”
’’The members of the department and the students have various needs,

goals, and responsibilities;* Lowery said. “Judy is a team member; we can
depend on her for assistance. She seems to enjoy her work, and it shows through

her dedication and concern for others.*’

The Employee of the Month and Employee of the Year program recognizes
outstanding performance by classified and non-classified staff at the university.

-MORE-

Russell—Add 1

Marshall University President J. Wade Gilley and his wife, Nanna,

provided funds through a grant to establish the program.

Awards are made to MU employees who have exhibited exceptional levels
of work performance and displayed high regard and loyalty toward the university

and their job responsibilities.
Russell received a plaque and a check for $300 for being named Employee
of the Year. The presentation was made July 14 during a luncheon at University

Place, the Marshall president’s house.
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For Immediate Release
Sawyers elected Marshall University Alumni Association President

HUNTINGTON, W.Va. — Paul G. “Jeff” Sawyers of Kenova, W.Va., was elected

president of the Marshall University Alumni Association for 1997-98. Linda S. Holmes,
executive director of the MU Alumni Association, said Sawyers took office July 1.

Other officers for 1997-98 are: George C. Lambros, first vice president; Jeffrey A.
Porter, second vice president, and Donald D. Robinson, treasurer. Lambros and Porter are

Huntington residents, and Robinson lives in Scott Depot, W.Va. Margaret Ann Hudson of
Nitro, W.Va., was elected secretary.

A division accountant with Arch Coal Inc., Sawyers earned two degrees from
Marshall — a B.B.A. in 1981 and an M.B.A. in 1989. He has taught management part-

time at Marshall and was, for three years, the development fiscal officer for The Marshall
University Foundation Inc. He has been a member of the Alumni Association Board of

Directors since 1992.
Lambros, who attended Marshall in the 1950s and earned an R.B.A. from Marshall

in 1977, is the retired owner of Lambros & Sons. Porter, a certified public accountant who
graduated in 1977, is a partner in Weeks & Porter accounting firm in Huntington.

Robinson, a 1957 graduate, is a retired engineer who works as a consultant in process
- More -

MU Alumni President
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engineering. Hudson, a guidance counselor for the Kanawha County board of education,
graduated from Marshall with a B.A. in 1959 and a M.A. in 1961.
Ten directors were elected for three-year terms beginning July 1. Elected from the

Cabell-Wayne area were: Betty L. Spencer, a retired clinical psychologist and past
president of the West Virginia Psychological Association; Joel M. tcWoody” Woodrum

Jr., athletic equipment specialist for the Marshall Athletic Department, and Anne M.

Mullarky, retired president of J.S. Latta Inc. who, at one point, had five children attending
Marshall at the same time.

Re-elected from the Cabell-Wayne area were: Richard L. Wilson, chairman and

CEO of American Benefits Corp, and River Cities Corp.; Irving M. “Greenie” Greenstein,
sales representative at Mack & Dave’s, and Dr. James W. Harless, Marshall director of
admissions.
At-large directors elected or re-elected were: Cheryl tcDenise” Norris-Jarrell of

Marietta, Ohio, an academic coordinator for Washington State Community College; Dr.

Gregory S. Rash of Louisville. Ky., director of biomechanics and research for the Frazier
Rehabilitation Center; Lorie Wyant Stingo of Bridgeport. W.Va.. a management analyst
for the U.S. Department of Justice and James J. Guy of Logan, W.Va.. principal of Omar

School in Logan County.
-30-
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Philanthropist awards Marshall $1.5 million
HUNTINGTON, W.Va.--Huntington businesswoman Joan C.
Edwards has contributed $1.5 million toward development of a Marshall

University Center for Jazz Studies, MU President J. Wade Gilley

announced today.
The latest gift brings to $5.5 million the amount contributed to
Marshall by Mrs. Edwards and her late husband, James F. Edwards.

The Center for Jazz Studies, to be added to the east side of Marshall’s
Fine and Performing Arts Center on Fifth Avenue, will cost about $2

million, Gilley said. The university is funding the construction costs and

Mrs. Edwards’ gift will be used to endow a jazz studies program in the
Department of Music and an annual spring jazz festival, he said.

The state-of-the-art structure will include educational and training
facilities to serve as a resource for scholars and musicians, Gilley said.

The focus of the proposal is the development of a performance/rehearsal
space which uses the most recent technology “to foster the interaction of
national jazz musicians/educators with students and faculty in the informal

and spontaneous creation of works of art.”

■
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“Once again, Joan Edwards has demonstrated her confidence in
Marshall University and the Huntington area,” Gilley said. “Joan and her late

husband, James F. Edwards, have unselfishly contributed more than $25
million toward the betterment of life in this community and they certainly
deserve our admiration. In view of her own extensive jazz experience,

considered America’s original art form, we believe it is most appropriate that

she has agreed to take a leadership role in this exciting project.”
An accomplished jazz singer, Mrs. Edwards was bom in London and
moved with her family to New Orleans when she was four years old. At age
11 she began singing on WWL radio and by the time she was 18 she was

performing across the country. She met Edwards, who was a Huntington

businessman, during a singing engagement in Pittsburgh.
They settled in Huntington after their marriage and operated the family

business, National Mattress Co. (Namaco). As a result of his interest in horse
racing, they began buying and successfully rejuvenating racetracks in many
parts of the country and racing their own thoroughbreds.

James F. Edwards died in 1991.
Marshall awarded Mrs. Edwards the honorary Doctor of Humane

Letters degree in 1996. She received the John Marshall Medal for Civic
Responsibility in 1995.
if If
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Dudley named Marshall University Employee of the Month.

Janet Dudley of South Point, Ohio, administrative

secretary senior in the Geology Department, has been selected

Marshall University Employee of the Month for July, according

to Bill Burdette, chairman of the selection committee.
She was nominated for the award by geology faculty and

students.

According to a nomination submitted by students in the

Geology Department, Dudley "should be selected as employee of
the month due to her consistent and well appreciated extra
duties that she provides for us which are beyond the

requirements of her job.

Janet goes out of her way to make

the students feel at home here at Marshall".

Dr. Protip K. Ghosh, chair of the Geology Department,
agrees.

"The Geology Department's field trip to Big Bend,

Texas, would never be as successful if Janet did not take
charge of all arrangements.

She makes certain that the

students have an enjoyable and memorable trip," he said.
MORE

Dudley--Add 1

"I believe Janet does it because she likes people, and

believes that we need to go beyond classes and exams to make
a student's stay at the university a pleasant experience."
Dudley has worked 20 years at Marshall.

She will

receive a plaque and $100 for being named Employee of the

Month and will be eligible for the Employee of the Year
Award.
Marshall University President J. Wade Gilley and his
wife, Nanna, provided funds through a grant to establish the
Employee of the Month and Employee of the Year program.
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July 28, 1997
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Marshall groundbreaking scheduled Wednesday

HUNTINGTON, W.Va.--Groundbreaking ceremonies for Marshall

University’s $2 million “Jomie Jazz Center” will be conducted Wednesday
(July 30) at 12 noon, MU President J. Wade Gilley announced today.
The Jazz Center, to be operated through a $1.5 million endowment

provided by Mrs. Joan C. Edwards, will be constructed as an addition to
the east side of Marshall’s Performing Arts Center on Fifth Avenue,

opposite Memorial Student Center.
At the same time, Gilley said, the total Performing Arts Center

complex will be rechristened The Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts
Center in recognition of Mrs. Edwards’ significant contributions to the
university over the past several years.

The latest gift brings to $5.5 million the amount given to Marshall
by Mrs. Edwards and her late husband, James F. Edwards.

The university is funding the $2 million construction costs and Mrs.

Edwards’ $1.5 million award will be used to endow a jazz studies program

in the Department of Music and an annual spring jazz festival, Gilley said.

2-2-2

Among those participating in the ceremonies Wednesday will be
Renay Conlin, commissioner of the West Virginia Department of Culture

and History, representing Governor Cecil H. Underwood; Huntington
Mayor Jean Dean; Mrs. Edwards and Gilley.

Dr. H. Keith Spears, special assistant to the MU president, is in
charge of arranging the ceremonies. He said a local Dixieland jazz band,
the Backyard Dixie Jazz Stompers, will provide entertainment during the

event, which will have a Mardi Gras theme.
A large tent will be erected on the Performing Arts Center’s plaza
for use in the event of inclement weather, Spears said.

An accomplished jazz singer, Mrs. Edwards was brought up in New
Orleans and sang professionally throughout the country before her

marriage to Mr. Edwards, a Huntingtonian. Later they operated the family
business, National Mattress Co. (Namaco), headquartered in Huntington.

They also bought and successfully rejuvenated a number of racetracks
around the country as a result of his interest in thoroughbred racing.

“Jomie” is a combination of the names—Joan and Jimmie—of Mrs.
Edwards and her late husband. Gilley said.

Wednesday’s ceremonies will be open to the public.
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July 31, 1997

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Three resident fellows join MU Appalachian Center
HUNTINGTON, W.Va.—Three resident fellows will join the Center
for the Study of Ethnicity and Gender in Appalachia at Marshall University

during the 1997-98 academic year.
Susan Eacker, professor of history at Morehead State University in

Morehead. Ky., and Geoff Eacker, director of the Art Center at Miami
University in Oxford, Ohio, were chosen as the center’s first resident

fellows.
The Eackers will begin their project “Black Men, White Ladies, and
Bluegrass Boys: A Gendered History of the Banjo in West Virginia and
Eastern Kentucky” in the fall semester. This project traces the origins of the

banjo from West Africa to the United States, and examines its cultural

influence in Appalachia.
Linda Tate, professor of English at Shepherd College in

Shepherdstown, will join the Marshall faculty as a resident fellow in

January. Tate will utilize the center's resources to complete Blessed
Assurance, a nonfiction book that contributes to academic and theoretical

dialogue about Appalachian and Cherokee culture.

-MORE-

Residents—Add 1

These fellowships, established in 1996 through a $250,000
Rockefeller Foundation Grant for the Humanities, are the first of their kind
endowed by a higher education institution in West Virginia. They are
designed to help the center reach its goal of filling the void in research

pertaining to race and gender in the Appalachian region.
For more information about the fellowship recipients or the Center for
the Study of Ethnicity and Gender in Appalachia, contact Sharon Brescoach

at (304) 696-3348.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Marshall EDA University Center picked for award

HUNTINGTON, W.Va.—The National Association of Development

Organizations (NADO) has selected a Marshall University program to
receive an Innovation Award in recognition of its efforts to improve the

quality of life in this area. Marshall’s Economic Development Authority
University Center will be presented the award Sept. 22 at NADO’s annual

training conference in Anchorage, Alaska.
Edna McClain, EDA University Center director, said the award was
bdsed on a specific project, the counseling and market development of a

background aquarium product—SeaSticks by Lisa—designed by Anita Sue

Sydenstricker, a Huntington small business entrepreneur.
SeaSticks by Lisa is a new concept, intended as an alternative to
paper-based poster background scenes for aquariums. The product is
plastic, adheres to glass walls of any tank without sticky residue, is

transparent and can be removed and reattached easily, in contrast to

traditional aquarium backgrounds.
MORE

2-2-2

McClain credited Elaine Noble, director of Marshall’s Applied
Research Division, and her staff with providing prototype development,
market research, a feasibility study and other assistance in developing a
product to be presented to Wal-Mart buyers last December.

Ms. Sydenstricker earlier had approached the Wal-Mart Innovative
Network (WIN) with her idea and had received a strong evaluation and

encouragement to further develop her concept. At that point, she was
referred to the Marshall Research and Economic Development Center for

assistance.
##
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Aug. 6, 1997

For Immediate Release
Alumni Association sponsors charter to Army game

HUNTINGTON, W.Va. — The Marshall University Alumni Association, in
conjunction with Travel Doctors, is sponsoring a one-day air charter to West Point, N.Y.,

for the Marshall vs. Army football game on Sept. 6.
Marshall Alumni Director Linda S. Holmes said the trip is $335 per person and

includes round-trip airfare from Huntington, motor coach transfer to the stadium, a

tailgate party at Nicole’s Restaurant & Catering, and a game ticket. The flight departs
Huntington the morning of Sept. 6 and returns late that evening after the game.
Space is limited and on a first-come, first-served basis.

For reservations or more information, call Patty at Travel Doctors, (304) 5233627.

-30-
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August 6, 1997

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MU summer institute draws area students

HUNTINGTON, W.Va.—Twenty-four area high school students
participated in the EntrePrep Summer Institute July 27-Aug. 2 at

Marshall University, according to Lorraine P. Anderson, associate
dean of Marshall’s Lewis College of Business.
The summer institute is a week-long program designed to

teach students how to start a new business through the development
of a business plan.
In addition to the summer institute, EntrePrep students are

required to complete a hands-on 150 hour internship program with

area business mentors during their senior year of high school.

They

also attend dinner meetings to discuss their experiences and attend

lectures from practicing entrepreneurs.

At the completion of the internship, each student is awarded a
$1,000 scholarship check and the high schools are presented with a
check and are designated as EntrePrep schools.
Students from Cabell-Midland. George Washington. Boyd
County. Huntington. Wayne and Paul Blazer High Schools participated

in the program this vear.
(MORE)

Institute--Add

1

EntrePrep is sponsored by the Marshall University Lewis
College of Business and the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation of

Kansas City, Mo.

This is the third year that the Kauffman Foundation

has funded the EntrePrep program.

For more information, contact Lorraine P. Anderson, (304) 696-

2611.

###

EntrePrep III
Boyd County High School
Sarah Conley
Marissa J. Seasor
Amy S. Thomas

Cabell-Midland High School
Derek A. Artrip
Sarah M. Howard
Shaun Nichols

George Washington High School
Sara Mahan
Tom Spangler

Huntington High School
Divya Abraham
Nathan Bexfield
Sarah Briland
Nicole Cottrell
David A. Hardin
Ketah S. Holmes
Michael Hombuckle
Emily Houston
Jarrod Jordan
Justin Nolte
Robert L. Shields, Jr.
Monique Smith

Paul Blazer High School
Amy Faulkner
Jayme A. Messer

Wayne High School
Jay Grimes
Jill L. Smith
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Aug. 7, 1997
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New assistant dean joins Community and Technical College
HUNTINGTON, W. Va.- Dr. Charles Heck, Jr. has joined the
Marshall University Community and Technical College faculty as the new

assistant dean of applied science, according to Dr. Betty Kyger, provost of
the college.
“In this position. Dr. Heck will supervise all associate of applied

science programs in the college,” Kyger said. “I look for him to provide
leadership for the associate programs.”

Heck has been chair of the Department of Business at Alderson-

Broaddus College, in Philippi, since 1993. He has also held teaching

positions at Floyd College in Rome, Ga.. Enterprise Junior College in
Enterprise, Ala., and Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University in Daytona

Beach. Fla.

“In addition to working with students and faculty at Marshall, he will
also cooperate with organizations outside of the university,” Kyger said.

“This will help to improve the Community and Technical College and its
programs.

MORE

Heck—Add 1

Before becoming a professor, Heck was a department head for the
Department of Defense. He served as an academic and flight instructor for
the department, where he designed aviation programs and supervised

government research and developmental projects.

For more information about Heck, the Community and Technical
College or any of its programs, contact the college at (304) 696-3646.
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August 8, 1997
RELEASE AT WILL

‘Angel’ plays major role at Marshall University
In Huntington, West Virginia, Marshall University’s football team,

unbeaten in 15 games last year, is the talk of the town.

To a lesser extent (life’s like that), so is the school’s College of Fine

Arts, which serves as the cultural hub of a large section of southwestern
West Virginia.

And the Marshall School of Medicine keeps winning national awards

for its leadership in rural health care and preparation of family practice
physicians.

Each is highly successful-and each has an “angel” who has played a
major role in their respective accomplishments.
Her name is Joan C. Edwards.

The petite businesswoman, born in London and raised in New

Orleans, stands tall-very tall—at Marshall. During the ’90s, she and her
late husband have pumped S5.5 million into the university, helping to make

a lot of dreams come true.

MORE
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And there’s at least $16 million more to come.

A few weeks ago—July 23—Mrs. Edwards announced her latest
contribution—$1.5 million—to endow a Center for Jazz Studies. (Not

coincidentally, she’s an accomplished jazz singer, starting on a New
Orleans radio station when she was 11 and touring the country with jazz

groups by the time she was 18.)

One week after Mrs. Edwards’ announcement, the university broke
ground for a $2 million addition to its Performing Arts Center to house the

Jomie (that’s J^an and Jimmie) Jazz Center. At the same time, MU

President J. Wade Gilley unveiled a new sign on the university’s six-yearsold arts complex—The Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center.

The largesse began flowing toward Marshall following the death of
James F. Edwards in 1991 after a long bout with cancer. A few months
later, Mrs. Edwards announced her beloved “Jimmie” had left $1 million in

his will to provide scholarships for students in the School of Medicine.

That same year— 1992—she announced her own gift of $1 million to

endow programs in Marshall’s College of Fine Arts.

MORE

3-3-3

Then came $2 million more in 1993 to help out the “Thundering

Herd” football team. The nation’s winningest team in the 1990s, including
two NCAA national 1-AA championships, “the Herd” is moving up to the

1-A level this fall.
And the $16 million-plus? That’s in a trust that ultimately will be
turned over to the School of Medicine and Cabell Huntington Hospital to

establish a state-of-the-art cancer research and treatment center.

“University presidents and fund-raisers often talk about ‘the margin
of excellence’ private supporters can provide an institution,” Gilley said.

“The differences Joan and Jimmie Edwards have helped to make at
Marshall University—in widely diverse areas—certainly illustrate the truth
of that concept.”

Neither Mrs. Edwards nor her husband ever attended Marshall. She
succeeded him as head of a thriving manufacturing business, National

Mattress Company (NAMACO), headquartered in Huntington. Over the

years, the couple also raised and raced thoroughbred horses and bought and
successfully rejuvenated several racetracks.
##

(For additional information, contact C.T. Mitchell, Marshall
University director of university relations, 304-696-2587.)
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August 13, 1997
For Immediate Release
Goodno Donates $51,000 for Library

HUNTINGTON, W.Va. — Former Huntington resident John A. Goodno of
Pompano Beach, Fla., has donated $51,000 to Marshall University toward construction of

the John Deaver Drinko Library.

A 1928 Marshall graduate, Goodno has been a longtime donor to Marshall
University. He and his late wife, the former Reba Light, also a 1928 graduate,

contributed to a number of university projects and programs including scholarships, the

fine arts, H.E.L.P. (Higher Education for Learning Problems) and the Lemotto SmithJohn A. Goodno Fellowship in Biological Research. In 1992 Goodno donated $50,000 to

kick off an endowment campaign for the university’s Erickson Alumni Center.
Goodno managed Huntington’s former Palace Theatre for owner Lemotto Smith

for many years prior to retiring to Florida in 1966. The men’s friendship and business
ventures resulted in Smith’s donating Van Dorn Co. stock to Marshall in 1971 in

recognition of their friendship. Smith made annual contributions of stock until his death
in 1983. The Goodnos continued the practice of contributing Van Dorn stock to

Marshall.
Construction on the $29 million technologically sophisticated John Deaver Drinko
Library at Marshall is well under way and is to be completed in 1998.
-30-
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Alfernate site for “Thunder in the Mountains” pep rally set

HUNTINGTON, W.Va.— “Thunder in the Mountains,” an outdoor
Marshall University football pep rally and series of concerts scheduled

Aug. 28 on MU’s Lefty Rollins Track, will use the Cam Henderson Center

as an indoor location in case of inclement weather, according to Dr.
Donnalee Cockrille, dean of Student Affairs at Marshall.
Forty-eight hours prior to the event, the Office of Student Affairs

will determine if the weather will permit the concerts and pep rally to be
held outside at the Lefty Rollins Track.

“If it seems the weather is not going to permit, the entire event will

be held in the Cam Henderson Center.” Cockrille said. “Both the starting
times and sequence of events will remain the same.”

The Aug. 28 pep rally and concert will highlight “Thunder in the
Mountains.” Musical group Bill Pinkney and the Original Drifters will

open the event with a 7 p.m. concert.

Comedian Cledus T. Judd will host the pep rally, which will feature
Marshall football players and coaches along with the MU cheerleaders and

the university’s marching band.

-MORE-

Pep Rally—Add 1

Following the pep rally, a concert will be held by the R&B group
112.

“This is a way for people in the community to show their support
for Marshall University and the revival of the MU-WVU football rivalry,”
Cockrille said. “We would like to see as many people involved as

possible.”

For more information about the events, contact the Office of Student
Affairs at (304) 696-4347.
###
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August 25, 1997
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
New Gilley book to aid Marshall students
HUNTINGTON, W.Va.—The American Council on Education and

Oryx Press have published a new book by Marshall University President J.
Wade Gilley, “Leaning Forward: A Public University President Confronts
the New Realities.”

The book, Gilley’s fifth, is a compilation of his newspaper opinion
columns, public addresses and other writings from 1992 to 1997, covering

much of his first six years as Marshall’s president. It is being published as
part of the American Council on Higher Education Series on Higher

Education. Proceeds will be used to provide Marshall scholarships.

Many of the opinion pieces were first published in The Charleston
(W.Va.) Gazette and The Huntington (W.Va.) Herald-Dispatch. Topics

include concerns about the direction of higher education in the 21st
Century, Gilley’s vision and strategy for Marshall University, the

relationship between Marshall and the Huntington area community, the

need for Charleston and Huntington to work together in promoting the
state’s development, and the state’s higher education needs.
(MORE)
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The 167-page book includes forewords by former West Virginia

Governor Gaston Caperton and George Mason University President
Emeritus George W. Johnson.

Gilley, who assumed the Marshall presidency on Aug. 1, 1991, first
became a college president in 1967 at the age of 29. He has served as
president of four colleges and universities, as secretary of education for

Virginia and as senior vice president of George Mason University. He has
served on the boards of Southern Regional Education Board, the Education
Commission for the States and several other state and federal councils and
commissions.

A native of southwestern Virginia, Gilley earned three degrees from

Virginia Tech, including a Ph.D. in environmental engineering. He has
written widely over the years on such subjects as biotechnology, the
environment, economic development, public policy and, of course, education.

Two of his books have been translated with one being published in Japanese

and another in Chinese. His newspaper columns have appeared in the
Washington Post, the New York Times, the Richmond Times Dispatch, the

Chronicle of Higher Education and various other newspapers.

(MORE)
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Marshall has experienced major progress during Gilley’s tenure,

highlighted by nearly $150 million in improvements either completed, under
construction or on the drawing boards. A climactic point was reached earlier

this summer with the merger of Marshall and the former West Virginia
Graduate College in South Charleston. The university also has initiated “The

Marshall Plan” to improve its curriculum and better prepare students for life
in the next century and has made technology a major academic thrust,

including the new “high tech” library now being built.
Copies of the book may be obtained through the Marshall University
Foundation, Inc. at $15.95, plus tax and shipping, or through various retail

outlets including the Marshall Bookstore and Stadium Bookstore.

Royalties are being earmarked for the A. Michael Perry Freshman
Scholarships at Marshall.
##
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August 22, 1997

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Murdock named Marshall University Employee of the Month

Connie Murdock of Proctorville, Ohio, accounts payable manager in
the Accounting Office, has been selected Marshall University Employee of
the Month for August, according to Bill Burdette, chairman of the selection

committee.
She was nominated for the award by the staff of the Accounts Payable

Office.

“We feel she deserves this honor because she exhibits a type of

leadership which has enabled each of us to fulfill our goals,” the staff said in
its letter of nomination.

“If we have a problem, she is there to help us solve it, no matter how

busy she is at the time. She knows how to communicate with us in a way
that we understand how to get the job done,” the staff said.
Murdock has been at Marshall since March 1, 1996. “In that short

time she has made a very positive impact on this office,” the staff stated.
“We have found that no job is too trivial, or no job is too big for her to take

on. She tackles them all with equal enthusiasm.”
-MORE-

Employee—Add 1
She will receive a plaque and $100 for being named Employee of the

Month and will be eligible for the Employee of the Year Award.
Marshall University President J. Wade Gilley and his wife, Nanna,

provided funds through a grant to establish the Employee of the Month and
Employee of the Year program.
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New Gilley book to aid Marshall students

HUNTINGTON, W.Va.—The American Council on Education and
Oryx Press have published a new book by Marshall University President J.

Wade Gilley, “Leaning Forward: A Public University President Confronts
the New Realities.”

The book, Gilley’s fifth, is a compilation of his newspaper opinion

columns, public addresses and other writings from 1992 to 1997, covering
much of his first six years as Marshall’s president. It is being published as

part of the American Council on Higher Education Series on Higher
Education. Proceeds will be used to provide Marshall scholarships.

Many of the opinion pieces were first published in The Charleston
(W.Va.) Gazette and The Huntington (W.Va.) Herald-Dispatch. Topics

include concerns about the direction of higher education in the 21st
Century, Gilley’s vision and strategy for Marshall University, the

relationship between Marshall and the Huntington area community, the
need for Charleston and Huntington to work together in promoting the
state’s development, and the state’s higher education needs.
(MORE)

I
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The 167-page book includes forewords by former West Virginia

Governor Gaston Caperton and George Mason University President

Emeritus George W. Johnson.

Gilley, who assumed the Marshall presidency on Aug. I, 1991, first
became a college president in 1967 at the age of 29. He has served as
president of four colleges and universities, as secretary of education for

■

Virginia and as senior vice president of George Mason University. He has

served on the boards of Southern Regional Education Board, the Education
I

Commission for the States and several other state and federal councils and
■

commissions.
A native of southwestern Virginia, Gilley earned three degrees from
Virginia Tech, including a Ph.D. in environmental engineering. He has

written widely over the years on such subjects as biotechnology, the
environment, economic development, public policy and, of course, education.

Two of his books have been translated with one being published in Japanese
and another in Chinese. His newspaper columns have appeared in the
Washington Post, the New York Times, the Richmond Times Dispatch, the
Chronicle of Higher Education and various other newspapers.

(MORE)
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Marshall has experienced major progress during Gilley’s tenure,

highlighted by nearly $150 million in improvements either completed, under

construction or on the drawing boards. A climactic point was reached earlier
this summer with the merger of Marshall and the former West Virginia

Graduate College in South Charleston. The university also has initiated “The

Marshall Plan” to improve its curriculum and better prepare students for life
in the next century and has made technology a major academic thrust,
including the new “high tech” library now being built.

Copies of the book may be obtained through the Marshall University

Foundation, Inc. at $15.95, plus tax and shipping, or through various retail
outlets including the Marshall Bookstore and Stadium Bookstore.
Royalties are being earmarked for the A. Michael Perry Freshman

Scholarships at Marshall.
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August 27, 1997

For Immediate Release
Barboursville Rotary Scholarship awarded
HUNTINGTON, W.Va. -- The Rotary Club of Barboursville has awarded its first

$6,000 scholarship to Melanie D. Tolley of Milton, a 1997 graduate of Cabell Midland

High School.

A daughter of Kevin and Kim Tolley, Melanie will begin classes at Marshall
University this fall. She plans to become a nurse.

Jack Dilley, Rotary secretary, said the scholarship was established to assist a
graduating senior at Cabell Midland who has maintained a minimum overall high school

grade point average of 2.5 and who has demonstrated a financial need. The recipient
must also demonstrate extracurricular/work activities. To continue to receive the award,
the recipient must be a full-time student at Marshall and maintain satisfactory academic

progress.

Ms. Tolley was an honor student throughout high school and was listed in Who's
Who Among American High School Students during her tenth- through twelfth-grade

years. She was involved in a number of clubs and activities during high school, including

handbell choir, Collegium Musicum, show choir, All-County Choir, the school play and

Eagles’ Nest. She has served as a hospital volunteer and has worked with Special
Olympics.

-30-
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Sept. 4, 1997
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Marshall University offers fall ACT, SAT prep courses

Marshall University’s Community and Technical College will offer
preparatory courses this fall for the ACT and SAT college entrance

examinations, according to Dr. Richard Hensley, director of the Continuing
Education program at Marshall.
“The purpose of these courses is to give area high school students as

much information and guidance as possible for these important tests,”
Hensley said.

Each course will be offered in three sessions on Saturdays this fall.
Two ACT preparatory courses will be offered, one on Sept. 20, 27 and

Oct. 4 and another on Nov. 8. 15, and 22.

The SAT course will be offered Oct. 11. 18, and 25.

Cost for the ACT course is SI 15, while the SAT course is $125.
Textbooks and materials are included in the cost of each course.

“The classroom lessons are a combination of lecture and review,”
Hensley said. "Lectures give students a detailed review of the concepts

found in the tests and also discuss test taking strategies.”
Contact the Continuing Education Department. 696-3113. for more

information or to register for the courses.
###

MARSHALL
UNIVERSITY

NEWS RELEASE
Office of University Relations • Huntington, West Virginia 25755 • 304/696-NEWS

Sept. 5, 1997

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Marshall University welcomes Chinese students

Thirteen Chinese students attending Marshall University this fall are
among the first in a joint educational program between China and the
United States, according to Dr. William Edwards, executive director of

Marshall’s Center for International Programs.
The students are part of a graduating class of 60 from the HMC

Language Institute at the Henan College of Education in Zhengzhou,

People’s Republic of China. They arrived on the MU campus Wednesday,
Sept. 3, and began attending classes on Thursday, Sept. 4.

“We are very proud to be one of the first colleges in the world to
accomplish a successful joint educational venture between the two
countries,” Edwards said.
All 13 of the transferring students will major in business, according

to Edwards. “These students are very qualified to enter the business
program at Marshall.

“In addition to four semesters of business studies at the Henan
College of Education, these students had to take 12-15 credit hours of
English. And each semester at Henan lasts 20 weeks, as opposed to the

16-week semesters at Marshall.”

-MORE-

Students—Add 1

Although the students were qualified to enter Marshall’s Lewis

College of Business, they had difficulties getting into the United States.
The 13 students attending MU this fall are part of a group of 30 who were

denied visas this summer, when the U.S. government insisted they show
proof that they intended to return to China once their education at Marshall

was finished.

The group re-applied the week before the fall semester began, and
13 of the 30 were given visas. The 17 who were denied visas intend to try

again in the spring and attend MU in 1998.

Marshall University President J. Wade Gilley was pleased that the

students were granted visas and allowed to attend MU. “We are really
excited about the program and students who will be attending Marshall,” he

said. “One of our goals as a university is to expand and broaden our

international programs.”

Interest in international education is at an all-time high at MU,
according to Edwards.
“We are thrilled with the progress that has been made,” he said.

“This is not the only project we have in progress, either.
“At this time the Center for International Programs also has two

English teachers serving as instructors in China, and we are working on a
deal with the China Petrochemical Corporation, SINOPEC, to establish an
educational institution in mainland China.”

Contact the Center for International Programs, 696-6265, for more
information.
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Sept. 9, 1997

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MU diabetes conference scheduled Oct. 8
HUNTINGTON, W.Va.—One of the country’s leading diabetes

specialists will be the featured speaker at "Improving Diabetic Outcomes
Through Education III,” a conference scheduled Oct. 8 at the Holiday Inn

Gateway in Barboursville, according to Dr. Linda Scott, associate

professor in Marshall University’s School of Nursing and conference
coordinator.

Dr. Frank Vinicor, director of the Diabetes Translation Program at

the Center for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta, Ga. will give a
lecture entitled “The Diabetes Control and Complications Trial (DCCT)

and Beyond: Current Opinion.”
“The DCCT is a landmark research project in which Dr. Vinicor is

heavily involved,” Scott said. “We are very excited to have him as our
keynote speaker.”
The conference is a day-long event and also includes eight other
speakers lecturing on various aspects of diabetes. It is sponsored by the

Appalachian Diabetes Health Promotion Network at Marshall University.

Registration is free for students and $15 for the public. For more
information, contact Dr. Linda Scott. 696-2633.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Yeager, Underwood to speak at Marshall University

HUNTINGTON, W.Va.—West Virginia Governor Cecil Underwood
and Retired Brigadier General Charles E. “Chuck” Yeager will be the

featured speakers at Marshall University’s 11th annual Yeager Symposium
Sept. 29 - Oct. 3, according to Martha Woodward, executive director of

Marshall’s Center for Academic Excellence.
“Breaking Barriers” is the theme for the symposium, sponsored by

Bell Atlantic-West Virginia and Marshall’s Society of Yeager Scholars.
“The symposium will focus on barrier-breaking achievements and

individuals who made them.” Woodward said. “It will also function in
conjunction with the 50th anniversary of Chuck Yeager’s famous sound

barrier breaking flight, October 14, 1947.”
Underwood will speak at the symposium Wednesday, Oct. 1 at 7:30
p.m. “Gov. Underwood has broken the age barrier for elected officials in

West Virginia,” Woodward said. "During his first tenure, Underwood was
the youngest governor ever in West Virginia, and he became the oldest

governor of West Virginia when he was elected in 1996.”

Yeager, for whom the symposium and Society of Yeager Scholars at

Marshall are named, will conclude the symposium with a lecture on Friday,
Oct. 3 at 3 p.m.

-MORE-

Symposium—Add 1
Other speakers include Richard Lamm, former presidential candidate
and former governor of Colorado. Lamm will be the opening speaker for

the symposium with a lecture at 7:30 p.m. Monday, Sept. 29.
Dr. Nancy Wilson Dickey, president-elect of the American Medical

Association, will speak at 11 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 30. The first female

president of the AMA, Dickey has served in various capacities in the AMA
and other medical associations.
The 11th annual Yeager Symposium will be held in the FrancisBooth Experimental Theatre in Marshall’s Joan C. Edwards Performing

Arts Center. All events are free and open to the public. For more
information, contact the Center for Academic Excellence, 696-6763.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Marshall’s enrollment up third straight year
HUNTINGTON, W.Va.--MarshaH’s undergraduate enrollment this

fall is up by 451 students, 4.1 percent ahead of last year’s record rate,

based on a preliminary report released today (Sept. 11). Final, official
figures for the Fall Term are scheduled for release Nov. 1.
The preliminary figures are based on a Sept. 8 census, compared
with the same date a year ago.

The total number of undergraduates is at an all time high of 11,083.
Overall university enrollment, once registration of graduate students across

southern West Virginia is completed, is expected to approach 16,000,

including more than 4,500 at the graduate level.
According to the preliminary report, the largest increases were
experienced by Marshall’s Elizabeth M. Lewis College of Business (175)

and the Community and Technical College (335). The College of Liberal
Arts continues to be the largest undergraduate college with 2,275 enrolled.
MORE
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In terms of new students, freshman enrollment is up by 137 or 3.8
percent. The numbers of students transferring to Marshall from other

schools rose by 125 to a total of 932, or 15 percent.
Enrollment at the Marshall University Graduate College in South

Charleston is expected to approximate the 1996 total of 2,506 at the former
West Virginia Graduate College after various classes offered at sites across

southern West Virginia are finalized. WVGC and Marshall merged July 1.
Marshall President J. Wade Gilley attributed this fall’s growth to

aggressive programming by the MU Community and Technical College,
the positive effect of national accreditation of the Lewis College of
Business and implementation of the new A. Michael Perry Freshman
Scholarships Program. He also cited the university’s growing reputation as

a strong academic institution, viewed as the primary factor in the high rate
of growth in the number of students transferring to Marshall from other

colleges and universities.

Of some 2,000 new freshmen, more than 600 are attending Marshall
on academic scholarships.

This marks the third straight year Marshall has shown significant

growth in enrollment.
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Sept. 12, 1997
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Award winning comedian to kick off Marshall Artists Series

HUNTINGTON, W.Va.—Award winning comedian Paula Poundstone
will kick off the 1997-98 Marshall Artists Series with a show Thursday,

Sept. 18 at 8 p.m. in the Keith-Albee Theatre, according to Penny Watkins,

director of the series.

“We are incredibly excited to be kicking off our season with one of
the top female comedians in the country,” Watkins said.

Poundstone’s achievements include two CableACE awards (cable

TV’s highest honor), an American Comedy Award as Best Female Stand-

Up, and her own comedy series on both HBO and ABC.
In 1992, Poundstone was the first woman to headline the prestigious
White House Correspondents Dinner. She also hosted the Comedy Hall of
Fame Awards on NBC in 1994 and the ABC specials “A Gala for the

President at Ford’s Theatre” in 1994 and 1995.
She has appeared as a guest on many public and cable television

shows such as “The Tonight Show,” “Late Night with David Letterman,”
“Sesame Street,” and several HBO specials.

Tickets are free for full-time Marshall University students, $14 for
part-time students and $28 for the public. For more information, contact the

Marshall Artist Series office. 696-6656.
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Sept. 12, 1997

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Godfrey announces retirement from Marshall University

i

HUNTINGTON, W.Va.—Dr. Robert F. Godfrey, associate professor
in the Department of Accounting at Marshall University, announced his
retirement after 21 years at the institution, according to Dr. Sarah Denman,

vice president for academic affairs.
In 1988, Godfrey was selected “Alumnus Accountant of the Year in

Education” by the Alpha Upsilon chapter of Beta Alpha Psi at Bowiing

Green (Ohio) State University.
Before joining the Marshall faculty in 1976, Godfrey taught at West
Liberty State College and Baldwin-Wallace College in Berea, Ohio.

A native of Martins Ferry, Ohio. Godfrey earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in business administration magna cum laude and a Bachelor

of Science in Education cum laude from Bowling Green State University.

He also received a master’s degree from Ohio University in 1961, and a

Ph.D. from Ohio State University in 1977.
He is a member of several professional organizations, including the
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, the American

Accounting Association and the American Association of University

Professors.
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September 22, 1997
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
‘YEAR OF THE BOOK’ PROCLAIMED AT MARSHALL

HUNTINGTON, W.Va.—Marshall University President J. Wade
Gilley Saturday (Sept. 20) declared victory in the campaign to raise money

for the new Marshall library and “semi-retired” the “Library Tie” he’s
been wearing daily for two years to promote the fund-raising effort.
At the same time, he announced a new $1 million drive to endow a

books fund for the new library and proclaimed 1997-98 “The Year of the

Book” at Marshall.

Gilley said the university had reached its $29 million goal for

construction of the John Deaver Drinko Library through private
contributions, state and federal funds and a bonds sale. Nearly $8 million

of the total was contributed by Marshall alumni, friends, faculty and staff.
The announcements were made at a picnic for about 200 supporters
at University Place, the president’s home, prior to the Marshall-Western

Illinois football game. Mayor Jean Dean proclaimed “The Year of the
Book” for the city of Huntington. Also participating were A. Michael

Perry, member of the University System Board of Trustees and MU Vice
President for Development Frank P. Justice, Jr.
i MORE)
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The new library, located adjacent to Old Main on the western end of

the Marshall campus, is targeted for completion in the fall of 1998. It is

named for one of the university’s most generous and most consistent
supporters, nationally-known attorney and businessman John D. Drinko.

“This effort has been one of the most satisfying of my career,”
Gilley said. “Support for the new library has come from a wide range of

people and I am particularly pleased with the enthusiasm demonstrated by
the university’s faculty and staff.”

Gilley said the university has increased its budget for books by

$100,000 for the current fiscal year, will raise it by $200,000 next fiscal
year and by $300,000 the year after that. The $1 million to be raised

privately will endow a book-purchasing fund to enable the library to
enhance its collection even more.

While we are proud of the advanced technology which will be a

highlight of the Drinko Library, books remain as its key component,”

Gilley said. “We believe it is essential that we do everything we possibly
can to provide a comprehensive, distinctive collection for use by our

students, faculty and visiting scholars. The planned endowment will help to
assure that."
(.MORE)
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“The Year of the Book” will include visits by at least four important

authors, Gilley announced. Included are:
• Dr. Jean Edward Smith, author of John Marshall: Definerofa

Nation, who will speak Oct. 29 and 30 of this year.

'• Francis Fukuyama, author of The End of History and the Last Man
and Trust: the Social Virtues and the Creation of Prosperity, who will
appear Feb. 25, 1998.

• Bobbie Ann Mason, author of Shiloh and In Country, who will
speak April 2, 1998.
A prominent speaker for the fall of 1998 will be announced later,
Gilley said.
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Sept. 30, 1997
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Scales named Woodson Fellow at Marshall University

HUNTINGTON, W.Va.—Adrien Scales, criminal justice instructor in

Marshall University’s College of Liberal Arts, has been selected as the

Carter G. Woodson Faculty Initiative Fellow for 1997-98, according to Dr.
Sarah Denman, vice president for academic affairs at the university.

“Adrien Scales has been actively involved in university life and
community service,” Denman said. “He has clearly demonstrated that he

has the talent and ability to complete the Carter G. Woodson Faculty
Initiative Program successfully.”
Scales, a Beckley native, earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees in

criminal justice from Marshall in 1993 and 1995, respectively.
He was selected a Woodson Fellow because of his academic
achievements, intellectual capacity, and genuine interest in pursuing a

doctoral degree, according to Betty J. Cleckley, vice president for
multicultural affairs and international programs at MU.
“The Carter G. Woodson Faculty Initiative, named for an educator

and founder of Black History Month, recognizes and rewards successful

applicants such as Adrien Scales for his accomplishments and potential for

outstanding university teaching.” Cleckley said.
-MORE-

Scales—Add 1

Established in 1991, the Carter G. Woodson Faculty Initiative
Program was founded to reduce the shortage of underrepresented group

faculty members at Marshall University and to encourage an interest in
teachina and research as a career goal.

For more information, contact the Multicultural Affairs and

International Programs Office, 696-4677.
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Sept. 30, 1997
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Cantrell named Marshall University Employee of the Month

HUNTINGTON, W.Va.-Frances Cantrell of South Charleston,

payroll representative in the MU Graduate College, has been selected
Marshall University Employee of the Month for September, according to

Bill Burdette, chairman of the selection committee.
Cantrell is the first person from the new Marshall University Graduate
College to be awarded MU Employee of the Month. The MUGC was

formed July 1, when Marshall merged with the former West Virginia
Graduate College.
She was nominated for the award by Sharon Rutherford, director of

payroll at the Graduate College, and Katherine Coffey, benefits counselor at

Marshall University.

“The merger with the former West Virginia Graduate College brought

many new challenges to Marshall’s payroll staff,” Rutherford said. “We
were asked to merge the payroll functions of both institutions for the July 1-

16 pay period, and we did it with the help of Frances Cantrell.

-MORE-

Cantrell—Add 1

“Frances learned our computerized payroll system and did the data

entry for the entire Graduate College. A merger is a difficult process, and

ours was made easier by her positive attitude, flexibility and acceptance of

change,” Rutherford said.
Cantrell has been at the former West Virginia Graduate College for 22

years.
She will receive a plaque and $100 for being named Employee of the

Month and will be eligible for the Employee of the Year Award.
Marshall University President J. Wade Gilley and his wife, Nanna,

provided funds through a grant to establish the Employee of the Month and
Employee of the Year program.
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